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PRKEACE 

TO 

MR. LESLIE'S 

SHORT METHOD WITH THE DEISTS. 

^ 

■^ JVlANY attempts have lately been made 
updir tie people of England, to seduce them 
from the Christian faith, and to lead them to 
cfestruction, temporal and eternal ; something 
should be done to secure them against profli- 

fate writers, the declared apostles of atheisni. 
therefore rejoice to find that the Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge has resolved 
to print and disperse Mn Leslie^ s Short Meth^ 
i)d with the Deists. The world affords" nothinG: 
so effectual on the Christian evidences ; and I 
pray God to give his blessing to their pious 
endeavours,, by opening the hearts of those, 
who are in error, to receive the light of truth ; 
and it is here so represented to them, that they 
will receive it ; unless a spirit of infatuation be 
gone forth among them ; which may God Al- 
mighty avert ! . ' 

In this Tract the argument is so short and 
clear, that, the nit^anest capacity may "under- 
stand it ; and so forcible, thstt no man t^s yet 
been found able to Resist it. "When it was 
first published, some attempts were made ; 
but they soon came to nothing. The argu-^ 
ment in brief is this j ,thr«ifeisu«a xd\^cs^ 
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consists of facts ai^.docffi^es, each depend- 
ing on the other } so that, if the facts arc 
true, the doctrmes roust be true. Thus for 
example, the reft^irection of Jesus Christ is a 
fact ; our resurrection is a doctrine. Admit 
the fact ; and the doctr^lje. gswx^ be denied. 
The ascension of Jesus Christ is another fact ; 
his return to judge the world is a doctrine ; 
if the fact be true, the doctrine must be so 
likewise. For, argues the apostle, if the doc- 
trine be not true, the fact must be false ; if 
tie dead rise noty then is not Christ raised. 

The truth of a matter of fact may be cer- 
taiialy known, if it be attended with certain 
marks, such as no false fact can possibly have. 
These marks are four. It is required, first, 
that the fact be a sensible fact, such as men*^ 
outward senses can judge of ; secondly, that 
it be notorious, performed publicly in the 
presence of witnesses ; thirdly, that there be 
memorials of it, or monuments and actions^ 
kept up in memory of it ; fourthly, that such 
monuments and actions begin with the fact* 
It is the design of Mr. Leslie's book to show^ 
how these four marks da all meet in the facts 
of Christianity. 

Every reader, to whom the Short Method Is 
new, will be induced to think more highly of 
it, if I tell him its history, as I r^eived it from 
Dbftor Delany, Dean of Down in Ireland ; 
who told me he had it from CSpi^in Leslie a 
-jon of the author. It was the fortune of 
Air. Leslie to b« acquainted with the Duke of 
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Leeds of fhat time ; wfta'^ observed to him 
that, although he was al^ever of the Chris- 
tian religion, he was not* satisfied with the 
common methods of proving it ; that the ar- 
gument was long and complicated ; so thaf 
some had neidter ieisure, nor patience to fol- 
low it, and others were not able to compre- 
hend it ; that? ^ it was^e nature of all truth 
to be plain and simple, if Christianity were a 
truth, there must be some short way of i$how- 
ing it to be so ; and he wished Mr. Leslie 
would think of it. Such a hint to such a 
man, in the space of three days, furnished a 
rough draught of the Short and Easy Method 
with the Deists ; which he presented to the 
Duke ; who looked it over, and then said, 
*' I thought I was a Christain before, but I 
•* am sure of it now ; and, as I am indebted 
*^ to you for converting me, I shall henceforth 
** look upon you, as my spiritual father.*' And 
he acted accordingly ; for he never came into 
his company afterward without asking his 
blessing. Such is the story ; very nearly, as 
Dr. Delany himself would tell it, if he were 
now alive. The circumstances are so memo- 
rable, that there must have been something 
very extraordinaiy at the bottom to account 
for them ; and so thought Dr. Middletbn^ 
though the work affefted him in a very difiCTS* 
cnt manner. Feeling how neceffaty it was to*' 
his principles, that he should some way rid 
himself of Leslie's argument ; he looked out 
for some false fact, to which the four marks 
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iftight ^e 9^1^^ J ^ this Jj^ .4i4 for p^mty 
yms »ogc^%» Wi0w>ut Ijeipejth^^ to ftft^i qup. 
Tbis f le;irq^ fe^m j|)|? l^e Dr. ^gar^jr/ jflin 
of tif , jgjebratpd^ JBishop of Cloynej wba. 
(^versed much with the world, and I bp\}pw 
\iJ(ouI4 not l^aye reported .$pch a tlifog, but ^p- 
09 good ^tljof ity. I pjay menpqn anpthier 
fjrient, s?Wch oi^ht ggt to be forgptten i^ppji 

thi^ occ^l^Bf AP ^^4fi*?^ ^? ftPtpi |:>ec^u?e 
i]:;&usrbe^ire^y JiL^oi^u to the pubUf:. :pr« 
?^stley,^j,t BjRaccoTOt^le m^, Uke ]die(^u^ 
ker^ who w@iw over po .Const:antinc^ to jcp jx-» 
yert the fisrand Seigj^ior, wrotg zn4 pnnt^ <a 
ktter to the in^dek ipf France, witlj a view of 
l$ringing them back to Christianity ; in which 
fetter he giv^ them Mr. Leslie^s argument, as 
if it had been his own ; for he ^^ys not a 
^ord of the Author^ The world lopks npon 
the Doctor, as one of the false Apostles of the 
gjgf ; but, if he had been a true Apostle, and 
Jeould work miracles, what reason have we to - 
think that, they would have more effect uppu 
the French, than miracles had upon the Jews ? 
To those, who take Mr. Leslie' jj tract into 
their hands, I have only this short advice to 
give. I beseech them to remember that, if 
Christianity be true, it is tremendously true^ 
^ tlMS great things, this world can show, are 
;4B^hg in comparison with it. Heaven and bell 
'^1|ip^ the issve^ Its facts yet to come are as certain^, 
>^s those tjoat are past. The trumpet shall sounds 
and the dead shalt be raised ; the heavens shall 
be. onfu'^^ and ibe elements shall melt withfer^ 
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vent beat / the Angels shall gather the elect of 
God from the four whids ; all men shall be cah 
led upon to give an account of their words and 
actions ; and they^ who now deny "Jesus Christy 
and bold him in defiance^ shall fee the Heaven 
and earth flee before his face. A man must be 
stupified, if he can think on these things 
without fleeing from the wrath to come ; and 
there is no way, but in the belief of Chris- 
tianity, which this book teaches. 

I feel myself so deeply interested in this design 
of the Society, that I wish them alt the aid and 
encouragement, which Heaven and earth can 
give them ; and am their faithful friend and 
devoted humble servant^ 

WILLIAM JONES. 

Nayi^anx>9 Feb. 23, 1739.^ 
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ciSHORT ANB ilASY METHOD 

• WITH 

DEISTS. 

L TN answer to jonrs of the third instaat, I 
X much condole with you on the unhappy 
circumstance of your being placed in company ,- 
where, a^ you say, you continually hear the 
sacred scriptures, and the histories therein con- 
tained, particularly of Moses and Christ, and 
ail revealed religion, turned into ridicule 
by men, who set up for sense and reason. 
They say that there is no better ground for 
believing in Christ, than in Mahomet ; that all 
these pretences to revelation are cheats, and 
ever have been among Pagans, Jews, Mahom* 
etans, and Christians ; that they are alike im* 
positions of cunning and designing men upon 
the credulity, at first, of simple and unthink« 
ing persons, till, their numbers increasing, their 
delusions grew popular, and came at last to be 
established by laws ; and then the force oi ed^ 
Motion 2.nd custom gives a bias to the judgment! t 
pf after ages, till such deceits come really 
to be believed, being received upon trust 
from the ages foregoing, withSpVit examining 
mto the original and ground cf tl!i«ai i whkk 
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diese our modern men of sense, as they de-- 
sire to be esteemed, say that they only do j 
that they only have their Judgments freed 
from the slavish authority of precedents ani 
laws in matters of truth^ which, they say„ 
ought only to be decided by reason ; though 
by a prudent compliance wfth popularity and 
laws, they preserve themselves from outrage 
and legal penalties ; for none of their complex- 
ion are addicted to sufferings or martyrdom • 

Now,- sir^ that, which you desire from raej 
is some short topic of ;«^^xo;^,if suchcanbe found, 
without running to authorities, and the intri- 
cate mazes of learning, which breed long dis- 
putes, and which these men of reason deny by 
wholesale, though- they can give no reason for 
it, but only suppose that authors have been 
trumped upon us, interpalated^ and' corrupted^ 
so that no stress can be kid- lipon them,, 
though it cannot be shown j wherein they are 
so corrupted ; which, in reason, it ought to He 
upon them to prove, who alledged it ; other- 
wise it is not only a precarious, but a guiltjr 
plea ; and the more so, as they refrain not to- 
quote books on their side, for whose authori- 
ty there are no better, or not so good grounds. 
However, you say, it makes your disputes end- 
less, and they go away with noise and clamor,- 
I and boast, that there is nothing, at least noth- 
kig certain^ to be said on the Christian side. 
Therefore you are desirous of finding some 
one topic of reason^ which will demonstrate the 
truth oS'iixt Christian religion^ and at the 
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^9SSLt time distinguish it from the impostures 
of Mahomet^ and of the old Pagan world:; 
^ that our Deists may be brought to this tefl, and 
be obliged either to renounce their reason and 
the common reason of mankind, or to submit 
to the clear proof, from reason^ of the Chris- 
tian religion.; which must be such proofs as no 
imposture can pretend, otherwise it cannot 
prove the Christian religion not be an impos- 
ture. Whether such a proof, one fmgle proof, 
to avoid confusion, may not be found, you 
' I desire to know from me« 

You say that you cannot imagine but there 
must be such a proof, because every, truth is ia 
itself clear and one ; and therefore that one 
reason for it, if it be the true reason, muft be 
sufficient, ; and, if sufficient, it is better than 
many ; for multiplicity confounds, especially 
•weak judgments. 

. Sir, you have imposed a hard task upon me 5 

:I :wish I could perform it. For, though every 

^trxL^hjone ; yet our sight is so feeble, that we 

.cannot ^always come to it directly, but by 

many inferences. 

[ 3ut I thmk that in tlie case before us there 

j is such a proof, as you require, and I will set 

j it down as concisely and plainly, as^I can. 

11. Firstly then, I suppose that the truth of 
ibe doctrine o/* Christ will be sufficiently evin- 
ced, if the matters of fact ^ which are recorded 
of him in the gospels, be true ; for his mira- 
cles. If true, do vouch the truth of what he de- 
livered. 
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The SBOte is to ht said ,»■ to MotiES. ' ;I£ )ir 
hrougbt the children of Israel througk tbte red 
sea ill that miraaiilous manner^ vrhu:b is rcla^ 
Ded in Exodus^ and did snch; other if^ffA^ufjat 
things, as are there told of him ; it must . m^ 
eessarily follow^ that he was sent frcHii God ;: 
these being the strongest proofs, we ean desice^ 
and which ewry Deist wiU confess he woqU 
acquiesce in, if he saw them with his ^eiu 
Therefore the stress of this cause will depend 
upon the proof of these mattBrs af facti 

The method, I shall take, is firstljr to lap 
down smch ruks^ as to. the truth of matieh,, if 
fact m general, that, where they all meet, aicb 
matters of fact cannot be false; Then iaeci 
ondly, to show that all these rules do meet 
the matters of fact of Mosese, and of Chjost; 
and that they do not meet in the matters jof fad 
of Mahomet^ and of the Heathen deitietj nor 
can possibly meet in any imposture whatsoever. 
2. The rules are these, ist. That the mat^ 
ter of fact be such,' that men's outward senses, 
their eyes and ears may be judges of it. 2. 
That it be done publicly in the face of the 
world. 3. That not only public monuments be 
kept up in memory of it, but some outward 
iir/ww be performed. 4. Th2LsQ.Qh monuments^ 
and such actions or observances be instit^ed, 
and do commence from the time^ that the mat^ 
ter of fact was done. 

3. The two first rules make it impossible for 
any such matter of fact to be imposed upon 
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Men at the time, when such fact was said to be 
done, because every man's eyes and 'senses 
would contradict it. For example ; suppose 
any man should pretend that yesterday he di . 
vided the Thames, in presence of all the peo- 
ple of London, and carried the whole city, 
men, women, and children, over to Southwark, 
on dry land, the waters standing like walls on 
both sides ; I say, it is morally impossible, that 
he could persuade the people of London, that 
this was true, when every man, woman, and 
child could contradict him, and say that this 
was a notorious falsehood, for that they had 
not seen the Thames so divided, nor had gone 
over on dry land. ITierefore I take it for 
granted (and I suppose, with the allowance of 
all the Deists in the world) that no such impo- 
sition could be put upon men, at the time^ when 
such puhlicfact was said to be done. 

4. Therefore it only remains, that such maU 
ter of fact miglit be invented some time after, 
when the men of that generation, wherein the 
thing was said to be done, were all past and 
gone ; and the credulity of after ages might be 
. so imposed upon, as to believe that things were 
done in former ages, which itee not. 

For this the two last rules secitte us as.much, 
as the two first rules in the former case ; for, 
whenever such a matter of fad came to be in- 
vented, if not only monuments were said to re- 
main of it, but likewise that public actions and 
observances were constantly used ever since the « 
fact was said to be done, tlie deceit must he 

B 
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detected^ by no such monuments appearing^ 
ana by the experience of every man, woman^ 
and child, who must know that no such actions 
or observances were ever used by them. For 
example ; suppose I should now invent a sto- 
ry of such a things said to be done a thousand 
years ago, I might perhaps get some to believe 
if ; but, if I say that not only such a thinrg 
was done, but that, from that day to this, ev- 
ety man, at the age of twelve years, had a joint 
of his little finger cut off ; and that every man 
in the nation did want a joint of that finger -^ 
and that this institution was said to be part of 
the matter of forty done so many years ago, and 
vouched as a proof of it, and as having de- 
fended without interruption, and been con- 
stantly practised, in memory of svichfart^ from, 
tlic time that such fact was done ; I say, it. is 
impossible I should be believed in such a case^ 
because every one could contradict me, as to 
the mark of cutting off a joint of the finger ; 
and that, being part of my original mi7//dfr of 
fact J must demonstrate the whole to be false. 

IIL Let us now come to the second point, 
to show that the matters^ of fact of Moses, and 
of Christ, have all these rules or. maris before 
mentfoned ; and that neither the matters (ffact 
of Mahomet, or what is reported of the A^^.- 
then deities y have the like v s^&d. that no imfos* 
tor can have them all. 

I. As to Moses, I suppose it will be allow- 
ed me, that he could not have persuaded 600, 
^00 men, that he had brought them out of £- 
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gypt tlirough the Rid Sea ; fed them ' forty 
years without bread, by miraculous I■Qt1na^ and 
the other miamrs of fact recorded in his books, 
if they had not been true. Because every 
man's senses, who was then alive, mxxMl hare 
contradicted it. Therefore he most have im- 
posed upon all their senses j if he could have 
made them believe it^ when it was fake. So 
that here are the first and second of the sd)03re 
mentioned four marks. 

For the same reason, it was equally impossi- 
ble for him to have made them receive his five 
books, as truths and not to have rejected tfaem^ 
as a manifest imposture ; which told of all these 
things, as done before their eyes, if they had 
not been so done. See how positively he speaks 
to them, Deut. xi. ^, to verse &. ** And know 
^ ye this day, for I speak not with your chil- 
** dren, which have not known, and which 
** have not seen the chastisement of the Lord 
** your God, his greatness, his mighty hand, 
^* and his stretched out arm, and his miracles, 
^^ aiid his aAs, which he did in the midft of £• 
<« gypt unto Pharoah, the king of Egypt, and 
^^ unto all his land ; and what he did unto the 
** army of Egypt, unto their horses^^^^id to 
*^ their chariots ; how he made the iMqp of 
•* the Red Sea to oveifiow them, as they pur- 
^^ sued after vou ; and how the Lord hath 
*^ destroyed tnem unto this day ; and what he 
did unto you in the wilderness, until ye came 
into thisplace^andwhathediduntoDathan and 
^< Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son of Reu- 
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*' ben, how the earth opened her mouth, and 
.** swallowed them up, and their households, 
<' and their tents, and all the substance, that 
** was in their possession, in the midst of all 
■^' Israel. But your eyes have seen all the 
-*' great acts of the Lord, which he did,*' &c^ 

Hence we must suppose it impossibk^ that 
these books of Moses (if an imposture) eould 
have been invented, and put upon the people, 
who were then alive, . when all these things 
were said to be done. 

The utmost therefore, to which even sup^ 
position can be stretched, is, that these books 
were written in some age after Moses^ and 
published in his name. 

To this I say that, if it were so, it was im- 
possible, that these books should be received, as 
the books of Moses, in that age, wherein they 
may have been supposed to have been first in- 
vented. Why ? Because they speak of them- 
selves, as delivered by Moses, and kept in the 
ark from his time. *' And it came to pass, 
" when MosEs had made an end of writing the 
*' words of this law in a book, until they were 
*' finished, that Moses commanded the Levites, 
'^^ who bare the ark cf the covenant of the 
^* Lord, saying, take this book of the law, and 
*' put it in the side of the ark of the covenant 
" of the Lord your God, that it may be there 
'^ for a witness against thee.'* Deut. xxxi. 24, 
25, 26. And a topy of this book was likewise 
to be left with the king. " And it shall be, 
" when he sitteth upon the throne of his king- 
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*' dom, that he shall wrhe hhn a copy of thi.^ 
** law in a boc^, otJt of that, which is before 
" the priest the Levites ; and it shall be with 
" him, and he ■shall read therein all the dayj^ 
** of his life; that he may learn to fear the 
** Lord his God, to keep all the words of this 
** law, and these statutes to do thera.*' Deut; 
KTiii, 18, 19. 

Here then you ^ee tliat this book of the law 
speaks of itself, not only as a history or rela- 
tion of what things were then done ; but a« 
the standing and mnnicipal leeu) aifid statutes of 
the nation of the y^wx, binding the king as 
well, as the people. 

Now, in whatever age after Moses you^ppose 
that this book was forged, h was impossible it 
could be received, as truth ; because k was 
not then to be found, either in the ark, or with 
the king, or any where else. For, when first 
invented, every' body must know that he had 
never heard of it before. 

Therefore they oould^lewl^etieve it to be the 
book of their statutes^ aiod the standing law of 
the land, which they had all along receivrf, 
and by which they had been governed. 

Could any man, at this day, invent & t><>ok 
of statutes for England, and make it f^ass «pott 
lihe nation, a-s the only iot^f^ statutes i thnt ev-^ 
cr they had known ? As impossible was it for 
the books of Moses (if they wwe tnTcntediHi any* 
age after MosEt;) to have been received wr 
what they declare themselves to ^be, iit. the 
statutes and mwiidpai law of the B«tiM <rf tbe 
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Jews J and to have persuaded the Jews, that 
they had owned and acknowledged these books 
all along from the days of Moses to that day, 
in which they were first invented ; that is, 
that they had owned them, before they hssA 
ever hea^ of them. Nay more, the whole 
nation must, in an instant^ forget their former 
laws^ and government j if they could receive 
these boo&s, as being their former laws ; and . 
they could not otherwise receive them, because 
they vouched themselves so to be. Let me \ 
ask the Deists one short question ; was there 
ever a book of sbam lawsj which were not the 
laws of the nation, palmed upon any people, 
siiice the world began ? If not, with what face 
can they say this of the book of laws of the 
yews ? Why will they say that of them, which 
they confess impossible in any nation, or a<^ 
mong any people ? 

Bu^t they must be yet more unreasonable* 
For the books of Moses have a farther demon- i 
stration of their truth, than even other law- 
books have. For they not only contain the . 
laws^ but give, an historical account of their in^ : 
stitutiotiy and the practice of them from that J 
time ; as of the pas^over in memory of the • 
de^ of the first bom in Egypt ; and that the : 
same day all the, first bora, of Israel both, of \ 
mil and beast were by a jierpetual law dedi. 
€ated to God ; - and the Levites taken for all 
the first bom of the children of Israel. That 
Aarpn's rod^ which budded, was kept in thit':: 
^Va in memcHy of tlie rebellion, and wonder- . 
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• 
fill destruction of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram ; 

and for the confirmation of the priesthood to 
the tribe of Levi. As likewise the pot of man-' 
na, in memory of their having been fed with it 
forty years in the wilderness^ That the bra- 
zen serpent was kept (which remained to the 
days of Hezekiah, 2 Kings xviii. 4.). in memo- 
ry of that wonderful deliverance, by only look- 
ing upon It, from the btting of the fiery ser- 
pents* Num. xxi; 9. The feast of Pentecost^ 
in memory of the dreadful appearance of Goi> 
upon mount Horeb, &Ca 

« Beside these remembrances of partkular ac- 
tions and occurrences there were other solemn 
institutions in memory of their deliverance out 
of Egypt in general, which included all the 
parttcularSiu As of the Sabbath ; their daily 
sacrifices^ and yearly expiation ; their new moons ^ 
and several feasts and fasts. . So that there 
were yearly, monthly, weekly, daily remem- 
brances and recognitions of these things. 

Not only so, but the books of the same 
Moses tell us that a particular /r/^^ was ap-- 
pointed and consecrated by God, as his priests ; 
by whose hands, and none other, the sacrifices 
of the people were to be offered, and these sol- 
emn institutions celebrated ; that it was death 
ioT any other to approach the altar ; that > 
their high priest wore a glorious mitrey and 
magnificent robes o£ God's own contrivance^ 
with the miraculous Urim and Tbummim in his 
breast plate, whence the divine responses were 
givea ; . that at his word the king and all the ' 
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people vrere to go out, and to come in ; that 
these Lcvites were likewise the chief judges^ 
even m all civH canses, and that it was death 
to resist their sentence. Now, whenever it can 
be supposed, that these books of Moses werd 
forged in some ages after Moses, it is impossi- 
ble they could liave been received a:s true, un- 
less the jForgers could hav4 made the whole na- 
tion believe that they had received these book* 
from theiry«/Arrj, had been instructed in them, 
when they were cbildreriy and had taught them 
to their children ; moreover, that they had aR 
been circumcised, and did circumcise their ^A/Y- 
dren^ in pursuance of what was commanded in 
these books j that they had observed the year- 
ly passover^ the weekly sabbath^ the new moons\ 
and all these severaiyevzx/jjyi/j/j, and ccremmies^ 
coram.anded in these books ; that they had 
never eaten any swims' flesh, or other meati 
prohibited in the.^e tcoks ; that they had a 
magnificent tabernacle, with a visible priesthood 
to administer in it, which was confined to the 
tribe of Levi ; over whom was placed a glori- 
ous high priest J clothed with great and mighty 
prerogatives ; who5:e death only could deliver 
these, that were fled to the cities of refnge \ 
and that these/^r/^/j wei*c their ordinary yW^(7j, 
6ven in civil matters ; I say, was it por.Mble to 
have persiia.icd a whole nation of men, that 
they hud known and practised all these things, 
if thty had not done it ? Or, -secondly, to 
have received a book for truth, which said they 
had practised them, and appealed to that prac- 
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tice ? So that here are the thh-d and fourth 
of the marks above mentioned. 

But now let us descend to the utmost degree 
of supposition^ viz, that these things were prac- 
tised, before these books of Moses wereforg^ 
ed ; and that these books did impose upon the 
nation only in making them believe that thejr 
had kept these observances in memory of such 
and such things, as were inserted in those books* 
• Let us then proceed upon this supposition, 
(however groundless) and will not the same 
impossibilities occur, as in the former case ? 
For, first, this must suppose that the yews kept 
all these observances in memory of nothings 
or without knowing any thing of their original^ 
or of the reason^ why they kept them. Whereas 
these very observances did express the ground 
and reason of their being kept ; as the Passover j 
in memory of God*s passing over the children 
of the Israelites in that night, wherein he slew 
all the first born of Egypt, and so of the rest. 

But, secondly, let us suppose^ contrary both 
to reason ^ndfactj that the Jews did not know 
any reason^ why they kept these observances ; 
yet was it possible to put it upon them, that 
they had kept these observances in memory of 
what they had never heard of before that day, 
whensoever you will suppose that these books 
of Mos£8 were first forged ? For example j 
suppose r should now forge some romantic sto- 
ry of strange things, done a thousand years a- 
go, and in confirmation of this should endeav- 
our to. persuade tlie Christian world, that they 
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bad all along, fi-om that day to this, kept 
first day of the ^oneek in memory of such a 
TO, as Apdlonittt^ Barcosbtu^ or Mahonvst ; 
had ail been baptized iaMs name ; and sv. 
by his name, and lupon that mery beck (wl 
I had then forged, and which they never ^ 
before) in their public judicatures ; that 
book was their gospel and liow^ which they ! 
ever since that time, these thousand years p 
jOBiversally received and owned, and none ( 
er* I would ask any Deist, whether he tb 
it possrbie, that such a cheat could pass, 
such a legend be received, as the gospel of CI: 
tiaofs ; and that they could be made to bel: 
that they aaevcr had any other gospel ? 
«ame reason is applicable to the books of I 
S£S, and to every* matter of fact ^ which hai 
iJb/t fuur marks before mentioned 4 and tl 
marks secure any such matter of fact as m 
from being invented and imposed in any a 
ages, as at the time when such facts were t 

to bedoncu 

Let me give one very familiar example n: 
in this case« The Stonehenge in Salisb 
pJam is known by every body ; and yet n 
knows the reason, why those great stones v 
jset there, or by whom, or in memory of whj 

Now suppose I should write a book to n 
row, and affirm that these stones were ^t 
by Heroiies^ Polyphemus^ or Garagantva^ 
memory of such and such of their actions ; 
for farther confirmation of this should fa; 
this book that it was written at the Hmej w 
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such actions w«:c done, and by the adon them- 
selves, or by eye witnesses ; and that this hook had 
been received as truth, and quoted by authors 
of the greatest reputation in all ages since. 
Moreover that this book was virell known in 
Eagland, and enjoined by act of parliament to 
be taught our children^ and that we did teach 
it ta our children, and had been taught it our- 
selves, when we were children. I ask any De- 
ist, whether he thinks this could pass upon 
England ? And whether, if I should insist up^ 
on it, I should not, instead of being believed, 
be sent to Bedlam ? 

Now let us compare this with the Stonehenge, 
^s I may call it, or twelve great stones set up at 
Gilgal, which is told in the fourth chapter of 
Joshua. There it is said, that the reason, why 
they were set up, was, that when their children^ 
in after ages, should ask the meaning of it, it 
should be told them } and the thing, in memo- 
ry of which they were set up, was such, as 
could not possibly be imposed upon that na- 
tion, at that timej when it was said to be done ; 
it was as wonderful and miraculous, as their 
passage through the Red Sea ; and withal free 
from a very poor objection, which Deists have 
advanced against that miracle of the Red Sea ; 
thinking to solve it by a springtide with the 
concurrence of a strong wind, happening at the 
same time, which left the sand so dry, that 
the Israelites, beiag all foot, might pass through 
the oozy places and holes, v/hich it must be sup 
posed the sea left behind it ; but that the £gyp- 
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tians, being all horse and chariots, stuck m 
those holes, and were so entangled, that they 
could not march so fast, as the Israelites ; and 
that this was all the meaning of its being said, 
that God took off their (the Egyptians) cha- 
riot wheels, that they drove them heavily. So 
that they would make nothing extraordinary, 
at least nothing miraculous^ in all this action. 

This is advanced in Le Clerc^s Dissertations 
upon Genesis, lately printed in Holland j and 
that part, with others of like tendency, endea- 
voiu-ing to resolve other miracles^ as that of 
Sodom and Gomorrah^ &c. into mere natural 
causes, arc translated into English by the well 
known T. Brcwn^ for the edification of the 
Deists in England. 

But these gentlemen have forgotten that the 
Israelites had great herds of many thousand caU 
tie with them ; which would be apter to stray 
and fall into those holes and oozy places in the 
strand, than horses with riders, who might di- 
rect them. 

But such precarious and silly suppositions 
are^not worth answering. If there had been 
no more in this passage through the Red Sea, 
than that of a springtide^ &c. it had been hn- 

Sossible for Moses to have made the Israelites 
elieve that relation, given of it in Exodus with 
so many particulars, which themselves saw to 
be true. i, 

All those scriptures also, which magnify this 
action, and appeal to it, as a full demonstra- 
tion of the miraculous power of God, must be 
TepnteAy as roJiiance or legend. 
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I say this for the sake of some Christians, 
' who think it no prejudice' to the truth of the 
• Holy Bible, but rather an advantage, as ren- 
dering it more easy to be believed, if they can 
solve, whatever seems miraculoris in it, by the 
power of second causes; and so make all, as 
they speak, natural and easy. Wherein, if they 
could prevail, the natural and easy result would 
be, not to believe one word in all those sacred 
oracles. For, if things be not, as they are told in 
any relation, that relation must be false ; and, 
if false in part, we cannot trust to it, either in 
whole or in part. 

Here are to be excepted mistranslations aiSBgw\ 
errors, either in copy or in press. But, where ^ 
there is no room for supposing these, as where 
all copies agree ; there we must either receive 
all, or rqect all. I mean any book, that pre- 
tends to be written from the mouth of God. For 
in common histories we may believe part, and 
reject part, as we see cause. 

But to return. The passage of the Israelites 
ovei- Jordan, in memory of which those stones 
at Gilgal were set up, is free from all those lit- ^ 
tie carpings before mentioned, that are made 
as to the passage through the Red Sea. For 
notice was given to the Israelites the day be- 
fore of this great ;w/rar/^ to be done. It was -1 
done at noon day before the whole nation ; and, 
vhen the waters of Jordan were divided, it 
v/as not at any low ebb^ but at the time, when 
that river dverflowed all his banks ; and it was 
done, not by winds ^ or in length of time, which 

c 
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\vinds must take to do it ; but all on a sud- 
den, as soon as the ** feet of the priests, that* 
*' bare the ark, were dipped in the brim of the 
*' water, then tlie waters, which came dow n 
*' from above, stood and arose up upon an heap, 
" very far from the city Adam, that is beside 
*' Zaretan ; and those, that came down to- 
** ward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, 
*' failed, and were cut oiF; and the people 
** passed over right against y^r/VZ^t?. The priests 
^* stood in the midst of Jordan, till all the ar- 
^* mies of Israel had passed over. And it 
'' came to pass, when the priests, that bare the 
•* ark of the covenant of the Lord, were come 
*' up out of the midst of Jordan, and the soles 
** of the priests' feet were lift upon the dry 
*^ land, that the waters of Jordan returned 
*' unto their place, and flowed over all his 
*' banks, as they did l)cfore. And the people 
^' came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of 
** the first month, and encamped in Gilgal on 
** the east border of Jericho ; and those twelve 
*' stones^ which they took out of Jordan, did 
^^ Joshua pitch in Gilgal. And he spake unto the 
*' cbilcten of Israel, saying, when your children 
*^ shall ask their fathers in time to come, say- 
** ing, what mean these stones ? Then s-hall ye let 
*^ your children know, saying, Israel came over 
*^ this Jordan on dry Jand. For the Lord your 
** God dried up the waters of Jordan from 
*^ before you, until ye were passed over ; as the 
*^ Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which 
** he dried up from before us, until \^^ 
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** were gone over. That all the people of the 
•* earth might know the hand of the LoRD,that 
^ it is mignty ; that ye might fear the Lord 
" your God for '?ver.** 

If the passage over the Red Sea had been 
only taking the advantage of a springtide ; how 
would this teach all the people of the earth, 
that the hand of the I^oed was mighty ? How 
"would a thing, no more remirkable j have been 
taken notice of through all the world ? How 
would it have taught Israel to fear the Lord, 
when they must know that, notwithstanding 
all these great words, there was so little in it ? 
How could they have believed, or received a 
book, as truths which they knew told the n^at- 
ter so far otherwise from what it was ? 
' But this passage over Jordan, which is here 
compared to that of the Red Sea, is free from 
all those cavils, that are. made as to that of the 
Red Sea ^ and is a farther attestation to it, be- 
ing said to be done in the same manner, as was 
that of the Red Sea. 

. Now to form our argument, let us suppose 
that there n^ver was any such thing, as thatr- 
passage over Jordan ; that these stoqg g a g: Gil* 
gal were set up on some other occasio^^f OQiie 
after age ; and that some designing mi^ "in- 
vented this book of Joshua, and said that it 
was writ ten- by Joshua at that time, and gave this 
stonage at Gilgal for a testimony of the truth 
of it. Would not every body say to him, " we 
" know the stonage at Gilgal, but we never 
" heard before of this reason for it j nor . 
" of this book of Joshua ? Wher^ tL'as. V 



28 LESLIE ON DEISM. 

" been all this while ? Where and how came 
** you, after so many ages, to find it ? Beside, 
" this book tells us that this passage over Jor- 
*' dan was ordained to be taught our children 
** from age to age ; and therefore that they 
^' were always to be instructed in the meaning 
** of that stonage at Gilgal, as a menwrial of it. 
** But we were never taught it, when we were 
*^ children ; nor4id ever teach our children any 
" such thing. It is not likely that could have 
*.' been forgotten, while so remarkable a ston- 
" age did continue, which was set up for that, 
" and no other end." 

If for the reasons, before given, no such 
imposition could be put upon us as to the 
stonage in Salisbury plain ; how much less 
could it be to the stonage at Gilgal ? 

And, if where we know not the reason of x 
bare naked monument, such a shapi reason can- 
not be imposed ; how much more impossible is 
it to impose upon us in actions and observances^ 
which we celebrate in memory of particular pas- 
— sages ? How impossible to make us forget 
those passages, which we daily commemorate ; 
and to Jjprsuiide us, that, we had always kept 
such iiretitutions in memory of what we never 
heard of before ; that is, that we knew it, be- 
fore we knew it ! 

And, if we find it thus impossible for an im- 
position to be put upon us, even in some things,, 
wliich have not all the four ?narksy before men- 
tioned ; how much more impossible is it, that 
any deceit should be in that things where all 
tbe/our marks do meet ! 

r 

\ 
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This has been showed, in the first place, as 
to the matters of fact of Moses. 

2. Therefore I come now (secondly) to show 
that, as in the matters of fact of Moses, so 
likewise all these four marks do meet in the 
matters of fact ^ which are recorded in the Gos- 
pel of our blessed Saviour ; and my work 
herein will be the shorter, because all, that is 
said before of Moses and his books^ is every 
way as applicable to Christ and his Gospel. 
His works and miracles are there said to be done 
publicly in tlie face of the world, as he argued 
to his accusers, " I spake openly to the world 
^^ and in secret have I said nothing/' It is told, 
that three thousand at one time, and that above 
five thousand at another time were converted, 
^pon conviction of what themselves had seen, 
what had been done publicly before their eyes, 
wherein it was impossible to have imposed up- 
on them; ITierefore here were the two first 
of the rules before mentioned. 

Then for the two< second ; Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper were instituted, as perpetual 
memorials of these things ; and they were not 
instituted in after ages, but at the very time^ 
when these things were said to be done ; and 
have been observed without interruption in all 
ages through the whole Christian v;orld from 
that time to this.. And Christ himself did 
ordain apostles and other ministers of his Gos- 
pel, to preach, and to admi?tister these sacra* 
meats ; and to govern his church ; and that al- 
ways, even unto the end of the world. Ac- . 

c 2- 
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cordingly they have continued by regular suc- 
cession to this day ; and, no doubt, ever will, 
while the earth shall last. So that the Chris- 
tian clergy are as notorious a matter offact^ as 
the /r/^^ ^/^L^a;/ among the Jews. And the 
Gospel is as much a law to Christians, as the 
book of Moses to the Jews ; and it being part 
of the matters of fact^ related in the Gospel^ 
that such an order of men were appointed by 
Christ, and to continue to the end of the 
world ; consequently, if the Gospel were a 
fiction^ and invented some ages after Christ j 
then at that time, when it was first invented, 
there could be no such order of clergy^ as deri- 
ved themselves from the institution of Christ; 
which must give the lye to the Gospel, and de- 
monstrate the whole tohe false. And the matters 
of fact of Christ being pressed to be true no 
otherwise, than as there was at that time (when- 
ever the Deists will suppose the Gospel to be 
forged J not only public sacraments of Christ's 
institution, but an order of clergy likewise of 
his appointment to administer them ; and it be- 
ing impossible, there could be any such things 
before they were invented 'y it is as impossible, 
that they should be received, when invented. 
Therefore, by what is said above, it was as im- 
possible to have imposed upon mankind in this 
matter, by inventing it in after ages, as at tlie 
time, when those things were said to be done. 
3. The matters of fact of Mahomet , or what 
is fabled of the deities, do all want some of the 
aforesaid four rules y whereby the certainty of 
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matters of fact is demonstrated. First, for Ma^ 
hornet pretended to no miracles^ as he tells us 
in his Alcoran ; and those, which are com- 
monly told of him, pass among Mahometan^ 
themselves, as legendary fables ; and, as such, 
are rejected by the wise and learned among 
them ; as the legends of saints are in the church 
of Rome. See Dr. Prideaux*s Life of Mahom* 

^^page 34- 

But, in the next place, those, which are told 
of him,. do all want the two first rules be- 
fore mentioned. For his pretended converse 
with the moon ; his mersa, or night journey 
frdm Mecca to Jerusalem, and thence to Hea- 
ven, &c. were not performed before anybody. 
We have only his own word for them ; and 
they are as groundless, as the delusions of Fox 
or Muggleton among ourselves. 

The same is to be said (in the second place) 
of the fables of the Heathen gods, of Mercjtirfs 
stealing sheep, Jupiter^ s turning himself into a 
bull, and the like ; beside the folly and unwor- 
thiness of such senseless pretended miracles. 
Moreover the wise among the heathen did rec- 
kon no otherwise of these, than 2l% fables^ which 
had a mythology, or mystical meaning in them, 
of which several of thera have given us the ra- 
tionale or explication ; and it is plain enough, 
that Ovid meant no other by all his metamor- 
phoses. 

It is true, the heathen deities had their 
priests ; they had likewise \kit\x feasts^ games, 
and other public institutions in memory of them. 
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But all .these want the fourth mark, viZr that 
such pnesthood and institutions commenced 
from the time, when such things, as they com- 
memorate, were said to be done ; otherwise 
they cannot secure after ages from imposture, 
by detecting it at the time, when first invented, 
as hath been argued before. But the Baccha- 
nalia^ and other heathen feasts, were instituted 
many ages after, what was reported of these 
gods, was said to be dbne ; and therefore can 
be no proof of them. And the priests of Bac- 
chus, Appbllo, &c. were not ordained by these 
supposed gods ; but were appointed by others, 
in after ages, only in honor to them. There- 
fore these orders of triests are no evidence o€ 
the facts, which are reported of their gods.. 

IV. Now, to apply what has been said> 
you may challenge all the Deists in the world' 
to show any action, that is fabulous, wjiich^ 
has all the four rules or marks before mention- 
ed. No, it is impossible ; and (to resume a?. 
little, what was said before) the histories of 
Exodus and the Gospel never could have been. 
received, if they had not been true ; because 
the institution of the priesthood of Levi and of 
Christ ; of the Sabbath ^ of the Passover^ of 
Circimicision^ of Baptis?n, and of the Lord^s Sup- 
per^ &c. are there related, as descending all the 
way down from those times without interrup- 
tion. Moreover it is as impossible to persuade 
men, that they had been circumcised or bap- 
tized, had circumcised or baptized their childi 
ren, celebrated passovers, sabbaths, sacraments^ 
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&c. under the administration of a certain order 
of priests, if they had done none of these things, 
as to make them believe that they had gone 
through seas upon dry land, seen the dead 
raised, &c ; and without believing these it was 
impossible, -that either the law, or the gospel, 
could have been received, 

The truth of the matters of fact of Exodus 
and the Gospel being no otherwise pressed up- 
on men, than as they have practised such pub- 
lic institutions, it is appealing to the senses of 
mankind for the truth of them ; and makes it 
impossible for any to have invented such sto- 
ries in after ages, without a palpable detection 
of the cheat, when first invented ; as impossi- 
ble, as to have imposed upon the senses of 
mankind at the time, when such public facts 
were said to be done. 

V. I. do not say that every thing, which 
wants these four marks, is false ; but that noth- 
iiig can be false, which has them all. . I have 
no doubt, that there was such a man, as Julius 
Cassar, that he fought at Pharsalia, was killed 
in the senate house, with many other facts of 
ancient times, though we keep no public ob- 
servances in memory of them. 

But this shows that the matters of fact of 
Moses and of Christ have come down to us 
better guaj*ded, than any other facts, how true 
.soever. 

Yet our Deists, who would laugh any man 
out of the world, as an irrational brute, who 
should offer to deny Caesar or Alexander, 
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Homer or Virgil, their public works and ac^ 
tions, do at the same time value themselves, as 
the only men of sense, of free, generous, and 
unbiassed judgments, for ridiculing the histo- 
ries of Moses and Christ, that are infinitely 
better attested, and guarded by inffillible mark$,^ 
which the others want. 

VI. Beside that, the importance of the sub-- 
ject would oblige all men to inquire more nar-^ 
rowly into the one, than into the other ; for 
what consequence is it to me, or to the world,- 
whether there was such a man as Caesar, wheth- 
er he beat, or was beaten at Pharsalia, wheth- 
er Homer or Virgil wrote such books, and 
whether, what is related in the Iliad or -^neid^ 
be true or false ? It is not two pence up . or 
down to any man in the world ; and therefore 
it is worth no man^s while to inquire into it, 
either to oppose or justify the truth of .these 
relations. 

But our very souls and bodies, both Jthis' 
life and eternity, are concerned in the truth of 
what is related m the holy scriptures ; and 
therefore men should be more inquisitive to 
search ijito the truth of these, than of any o- 
ther fafts ; to examine and sift them narrowly, 
and to find out the deceit, if any such can be 
found ; for it concerns them nearly, and is of 
the Ijist importance to them. 

How unreasonable then is it to reject these 
facts, so sifted, so examined, and so attested, 
as no other facts in the world ever were ; and 
yet to ihink it the most highly unreasonable^ 
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icven to madness, to deny other facts, which 
have not the thousandth part of their evidence, 
and are of no consequence to us, whether true 
or false ! 

VIL ITiere are several other topics, whence 
the truth of the Christian Religion is evinced to 
all, who judge by reason, and give themselves 
leave to consider. As the improbability, that 
ten or twelve poor iUiterate fishermen formed 
a design of converting the whole world to be- 
lieve their delusions ; and the impossibility, of 
their effecting it, without arms, learning, orato- 
ry, or any one visible thing, that could recom- 
mend them ; and of imposing a doctrine, quite 
opposite to the lusts and pleasures of men, and 
to all worldly advantages and enjoyments ; and 
this in an age of so great learning and sagacity, 
as that, wherein the gospel was first preached ; 
that these apostles not only underwent all the 
scorn and contempt, but the severest persecu- 
tions and most cruel deaths, that could be in- 
flicted, in attestation of what themselves knew 
to be a mere deceit and forgery of their own 
contriving. Some have suffered for errors, 
which they thought to be truth, but never any 
for what themselves knew to be lies. The a- 
postles must know what they taught to be 
lies, if it were so ; because they spoke of those 
things, which they said they had both seen and 
heard, had looked upon and handled with their 
liands, &c. 

Nor can it be, that they perhaps might pro- 
pose some temporal advantages to themselves. 
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but missed them, and met sufferings instead of 
them ) for, if it had been so, it is more than 
probable, that, when they saw their disappoint- 
tnent, they would have discovered their con- 
spiracy. Especially, when they might not only 
have saved their lives, but gotten great rewards 
for doing it, that not one of them was ever 
brought to do this. - _ . 

But this is not all ; for they tell us that their 
Master bid them expect nothing, but sufferings 
•in this world. This is the tenure of that Gos- 
pel, which they taught ; and they told the 
same to all, whom they converted. So that 
here was no disappointment. For all, whc 
were converted by them, were converted upon 
the certain expectation of sufferings, and bid- 
den to prepare for them. Christ commanded hif 
disciples to take up their cross daily, and to 
follow him ; and told them that in the wdrld 
they should have tribulation ; that, xvhoevei 
did not fosake father, mother, wife, children, 
and their very lives, could not be his disciples ; 
that he, who sought to save his life in thij 
world, should lose in the next. 

Now that this despised doctrine of the crdsi 
prevailed so universally against the alluremefiti 
of flesh and blood, and all the blandishmeftti 
of this world ; against the rage and perseoiffor 
of all the kings and powers of the earth ; musi 
show its original to be divine, and its protectoi 
almighty. What else could conquer withou 
arms, persuade without rhetoric, overcome en 
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emie^ disarm tjrrants, and iubdue empires ? 

VIII. We may add to all this the testimo* 
nies of the most bitter enemies and persecutors 
of Christianity^ both Jews and Gentiles, to the 
truth of the matters of fact of Christ, such 
as Josephu^ and Tacitus} of which the first 
flourished about forty years after the death of 
Chrjst, and the other about seventy years af- 
ter ; so that they were capable of examining 
into the truth, and wanted not prejudice and 
malice, sufficient to incline them to deny the 
fact itself of Christ. But their confessing it 
(as likewise Ludan, Celsus, Porphyry, and 
Julian the apostate, the Mahometans since, and 
all other enemies of Christianity, that have aris* 
en in the world) is an undeniable attestation to 
the truth of the fact. 

IX« But there is another argument, more 
strong and convincing, than even this matter 
of fact ; more than what I see with my eyes ; 
which the apostle Peter called a more sure 
word, that is proof,. than what he saw and 
heard upon the Holy Mount, when our bles- 
sed Saviour was transfigured before him and 
two other of the apostles ; for, having repeat- 
ed the passage^ as a proof of that, whereof 
they were eye witnesses, and heard the voice 
firom heaven giving attestation to our Lord 
Christy 2 Pet. i. i6, 17, i8. he says, verse 19, 
** We have a more sure word of prophecy,'* 
ioK the proof of this Jesus being the Messiah^ 
that is, the prophecies, which bad gone before 
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of him from the beginning- of the world, and 
all exactly fulfilled in him. 

Men may dispute an imposition or delusion 
upon our outward senses. But how can that 
be false, which has been so long, even from 
the beginning of the world, and so often by 
all the prophets in several ages foretold ; how 
can this be an imposition or a forgery ? 

Even Deists must confess that the book,* we 
call the Old Testament, was in the hands of 
the Jews long before our Saviour came into the 
world ; and, if they will compare the prophe- 
cies of the Messiah with the fulfilling of them, as 
to time, place, and all other circumstances in the 
person, birth, life, death, resurrection, and as* 
cension of our blessed Savior, they will find this' 
proof, what our apostle here calls itj **alight shi- 
<^ ning in a dark place, until the day dawn, and 
** the day star arise in your hearts/* Which 
God grant ! Here is no possibility of deceit 
or imposture. 

Old prophecies (and all so . agreeing) could 
not have been contrived to cotrntenance* a new 
cfheat ^ aiid nothing could be a chedt, that 
could fulfil all these. ' 

For this therefore I refer Deists to my Me* 
thod with the Jews. 

I desire them likewise to look there, sect, xi^ 
and consider the prophecies, ' given so long 
ago, (of which they see the fulfilling at this 
day with theu: own eyes,) of the state of the 
Jews for many ages past and at present, with* 
out a king or priest, or temple, or sacrifice. 
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scattered to the four v^iads, sifted, as with a 
sieve, among all nations ; yet preserved, and 
always, so to be, a distinct people from all oth- 
ers of- the whole earth. Whereas those migh- 
ty monarchies, which oppressed the Jews, and 
.commanded the world in. their turns, and hail 
the greatest human prospect of perpetuity, were 
to be extinguished, as they have been, even 
their names beipg blotted out from under 
.heaven. Likewise .that, as remarkable, of our 
blessed Saviour^ concerning the preservation 
.and progress of the Christian church, when in 
Jber swaddling cloths, consisttagonly of a few 
poor -fishermen* Not by the sword, as that 
jo£ Mahomet^ but under all the persecution of 
4nen. and hell; which yet should not prevail 
against her. 

But, though I offer these, as not to be slight- 
jtii by Deists, to which they can show .nothing 
teqiial in all prophane history, and in which it 
is impossible any cheat can lie ; yet I put them 
not upon the same foot, as the prophecies, be- 
fore mentioned, of the marks and coming of the 
Messiah, which have been since the world be- 
gan ; and that general expectation of the whole 
earth, at the time of his coming, insisted up- 
on in the method with the Jews, is greatly to 
be noticed. But I say, the foregoing prophe- 
cies of our Saviour are so strong a proof, 
that even miracles would not be sufficient to 
break their authority. I mean, if it were pos- 
sible, that a true miracle could be wrought in 
contradiction to them ; for that would be for 
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God to contradict himself. But no Aga or 
wonder, that could possibly be solved, should 
diake this evidence. 

It is this, that keeps the Jews in their obsti* 
uacjr ; though thejr cannot deny the matters 
of nict, done by our blessed Saviour, to be 
truly miracles, if so done, as said. Nor can 
they deny that they were so : done, because 
they have all the four marks before mentioned. 
Tet they cannot yield. Why ? Because they 
think that the Gospel is in contradiction ta 
the law ; which, if it were, the consequence 
would be unavoidable, that both could not be 
true. To solve this is the business of the meth-i^ 
od with die Jews. But the contradiction, which 
they suppose, is in their comments upon the 
law ; especially they expect a literal fnUBling of 
those promises of the restoration of Jerusalem^ 
and outward glories of the church, of which 
there is so frequent mention in the books of 
Moses, the Psalms and all the Prophets. Ma« 
ny Christians also expect the same, and take 
those texts as literally, as the Jews do* We 
believe and pray for the conversion of the 
Tev/s. For this end they have been so miracu- 
lously preserved, according to the prophecies. 
♦)f it so long before ; and, when that time 
^hall come, as they are the most honorable and 
ancient of all the nations on the earth, so wilt 
their church i-cturn to be the mother Chris^ 
tian church, as she was at first ; and Rome 
surrender to Jerusalem. Then all nations 
\till flow thither ; even Ezekiel's temple -may 
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be literally buUtrthere^.m the metropolis of the 
-whole earth ; which Jerusalem must be^ when 
the fulness of the Gentiles shall meet the con- 
version of the Jews. For no nation* will 
(hen contend with the Jews, nor church . with 
Jerusalem for supremacy. All nations will be 
ambitious to draw their original from the Jews, 
^^ whose are the fathers, and from whom, as 
concerning the flesh, Christ came.** Theu 
will be fulfilled that outward grandeur and 
restoration of the J^ws and of Jerusalem, which 
they expect, pursuant to the prophecies. 

They pretend not that this is limited to any 
particular time of the reign of the Messiah. 
They are sure it will not be at the beginning ; 
for they expect to go through great conflicts* 
sukI trials with their Messiah (as the Christian 
fjiuixh has done) before his final conquest^ 
and before they come to reign with him. So 
that this is no obstruction to their embracing 
Christianity. They see the same thing fulfilled 
in us, which they expect themselves ; and wie 
expect the same things, they do. 

I tell this to Deists, lest they may think 
that the Jews have some stronger arguments, 
.than diey Jknow of, that they are not persua- 
ded by the miracles of our blessed Saviour, 
and by tlie ^ilfiUing of all the prophepes in him, 
that were made concerning the Messiah. 

Az I said belqre, I would not ple^ ^yen mi- 
racles against these ; and, |f this is sufficient to 
persuade a: Jew, it is much more so to a. Deist, 
who labors not under these objections. 

Da 
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Beside, I would not seem to dash t^Ith 
(in a sound sense) reasonable catttion, used b]r 
Christian writers, not to put the issue of the 
truth wholly upon miracles, without tha id* 
dition, when not done in contradiction to the* 
revelations, already given in the holy scriptures; 
And they do it upon this consideration, that^ 
though it is impossible to suppose that God 
would work a real mirade, in contradictioo to 
i^hat he has already revealed ; yet men may be 
imposed upon by false and seeming miracles,and 
pretended revelations, (as there are inany ex<^ 
amples, especially in the church of Rome) and 
80 may be shaken in the faith, if they keep not 
to the Holy Scriptures, as their rule. 

We are toM " of him, whose coming is af-» 
ter the working of Satan, with all power, and 
i»gns, and lying wonders ;'* and of the devil^ 
and false prophets working miracles. But the 
word, in all these places, is only T^fwk, SigM^ 
IS it is rendered. Matt. xxv. 24, which, though 
sometimes it may be used to signify real mira- 
cles, yet not always, not in these places. For^ 
though every miracle be a sign and a wonder; 
yet every sign or wonder is not a miracle. 

X. Here it may be proper to consider a 
common topic of the Deists, who, when they 
are not able to stajid out against the evidence 
of fact, that such and auch miracles have beea 
done, itxea turn about,-and deny ituch things tb.^ 
be mirades ; at least we cannot be sure, whc- 
ttter wy wonderful thing, thiit is ahown to us, 
be a true or false miracle. 
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Tbe gteat afgnment thty go upon is tbis, 
x\x^ ft mirade being that^ which exceeds the 
power of nature, we cannot know, what ex^ 
ce6ds k, unless we knew the utmost extent of 
the power of nature ; and no man pretends 16 
know that ; therefore no man cancertainly know^ 
whether any event be miraculous ; and conse- 
qpentij he may be cheated in his judgment be- 
twixt true and false miradea. 

To which' I answer, that men may be so 
cheated, and there are many examples of it» 
But that, though we may not always know, 
when we are cheated, yet we can certainly tell> 
m many cases, when we are not cheated. 

For, though we do not know the utmost 
extent of the power of nature, perhaps in any 
one thing ; yet it does not follow, that we know 
not the nature of any thing in some measure ; 
and that certainly too. For example ; though I 
do not know the utmost extent of the power 
of fire ; yet T certainly know that it is the na- 
ture of fire to bum ; and that, when proper 
fuel is administered to it, it is contrary to the 
nature of fire not to consume it. Therefore, if 
I see three men taken off the street, in their 
common wearing apparel, and without any pre- 
paration cast into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace, and that the flame was so fierce, that 
it burnt up those men, who threw them in, and 
yet that tnese, who were thrown in, walked up 
and d^wn in the bottom of the furnace } and 
I should see a fourth person wtdk them of glo- 
rious appearance, like thef Son if Ood j and 



44 ' LJLSUE OH I>£I#L 

that theae Boen came up agaia 9Ut of -the fuxv 
nace, without any harm, or so much as ^e 
smell of fire upon themselves or theh* clothes $ 
I could not be deceived in thinking thait there 
was a stop put to the nature of ^e, as. to these 
men ; and that it had its effect upon the men, 
whom it burned, at the same time. 

i^gain ; though I cannot tell, how wonder* 
ful and sudden an increase of corn iBight be 
produced by the concurrence of many causes, 
as a warm climate, the fertility of the soil, £^c 
yet this I can certainly know, that there is not 
natural force in the breath of two or thre^ 
words spoken, sufficient to multiply one small 
loaf of bread so fast in the breaking of it, as; 
truly and really, not only in appearance an4 : 
show, to fill several thousand hungry persons ; 
and that the fragments should he much inore,^^ 
than the bread was at first. So neither in a. 
word spoken, to raise the dead, cure diseases, 
&c. 

Therefore, though we know not the utmost 
extent of the power of nature ; yet we certain-- ^ 
ly know, what is contrary to the nature of 
severalsuchthingi, as we do know ;.and there- 
fore, though we may be cheated, and imposed 
upon in many seeming miracles and wonders ; 
yet there are some things, wherein we may jbe 
certain. 

But farther,, the Deists acknowledge a God 
of almighty power, who made all things. Yet ' 
they would put it out of his power, to inake 
:any revelation of bis will to mankind* Jor,. if 
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we cannot be certain of any mirade, hovr should 
vre knowy when God 8ent any thing extraor- 
dinary to U8 i Nay, how should we know the 
ordinary powor or natare, if we know not 
what exceeded it ? If we know not, what i» 
natural ; how do we know there is such a thing, 
as nature ? That all is not supernatural, sul 
miracles, and so disputable, till we come to 
downright fcepticifin, and doubt the certainty of 
our outward senses, whether wee see, frear, or 
feel ; or all be not a miraculous illusion. 

Wluch because I know Deists are ' not in- 
dined to do, therefore I will pursue my argu- 
ment upon the conviction of our outward sen- 
ses, desiring only this, that they would allow 
the senses of other men to be as certain, as 
their own ; which shey cannot refuse, since 
without this they can have no certainty of their 
own. 

XI. Therefore from what has been said the 
cause is summed up shortly in this ; though 
we cannot see, what was done before our 
time ; yet by the marks, which I have laid 
down concerning the certainty of matters of 
facty done before our time, we may be as 
much assured of the truth of them, as if we 
saw them with our eyes ; because, whatever 
matter of fact has all the four marks before 
mentioned, could never have been received, but 
upon the conviction ofthe outward senses of all 
those, who did receive it, as before is demon-* 
strated^ Therefore this topic, which I have 
ql^ien, does stand upon the conviction even of 
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Hjen^s outward senses ; and, since you liavc 
confined me to one topic, I have not insisted 
upon the other, which I have only named* 

XII. Now it lies upon the Deists, if they 
would appear, as men.of reasqii, to show some 
matter of fact of former ages, which- they allow 
tp be true, that has greater evidence of its 
truth, than the matters of fact of Mos£3 and 
of Christ ; otherwise. they cannot^ with any 
shqw.pfreasoo, reject one, a^dyet admit the 
other. 

But I have given them greater latitude, than 
this ; for I have- &hown such markjs of the 
truth of the nutters of fact of Moses and dP 
JDhrist, as no other matters of fact of those 
times^ however true, have ; ;ind I put it upon 
thein to show any forgery, that has all the^e 
marks* This is a short issue. Keep them 
close to this. This determines the cause all 
at once* 

Let them produce their Apollqnius Tyan«- 
us, whose lite was translated into English by 
the execrable Charles Blount,* and compared 

* The hand of that scorner, who. durst write such outrageoui 
blasphemy against his maker, the divine vengeance made his own 
executioner. Which I trould not have mentioned (because the like 
judgment .has befallen others) but that the.theistical club have set 
this up, as ^ principle, and printed a vindication of this same Blount 
for murdering himself, by way of justification of self murder ; 
which some of them have since atf well, as formerly, horridly prac* 
tised upon themselve*. Theiefore this is no comnien judgment, to 
which they are delivered, but a visible mark set upon them, to show 
how far God has forsaken them; and, as a caution to aU Christiaift^ 
,10 beware of them, and not to come near the testi of these wicked 
men, kst they perish in their destruction, both of muI and body. 
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with all the wit and malice, he was master of, 
to the life and miracles of our blessed Saviour. 

Let them take ai4 from all the legends in 
the church of Rome, those pious cheats, the 
sorest disgrace of Christianity ; which have 
bid fairer, than anjr one contrivance, to ovdrtura; 
the certainty of the miracles, of Christ and 
his apostles, and the whole truth of the^ Gos- 
pel, by putting them all upon the same foot ; 
at least they are so understood by the general 
ity of their devotees^i though disowned and 
laughed at by the learned, and by raea of sense 
among them. 

Let them select the most probable of all the 
fables of the heathen deities, and see, if they 
can find in any of these the four marks before 
mentioned. Otherwise let them submit .to the 
irrefragable certainty of the Christian rcligioui 

XIIL But if, notwithstanding all that, is 
said. Deists will still contend, that all this id 
but priestcraft, the invention of priests for 
their own profit, &c. then thiey wiHgive^usan 
idea of priests, far different from what they in» 
tend; for then we must look upon tKesepridsts^ 
Aot only as the cunhihgest and wi^st of man- 
kind, but we shall be ;t imp ted to adore- them) 
as Deities, whbhave such jiowfer, a« to impose 
at their pleasure upon'th^iseh3esofma!iiLkind,t(> 
make thfem believe that tfiey hkd praictised such 
public institutions, enacted them* by laws, 
taught them to their childi^ett, &c. when they 
had never done any of thesd things, nor ever 
so much, as heard of them before ; aiid then\ 
upon the credit of their be\iwux^\i«x ^^ V-jA^ 
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done sudh things, as they never did, to m^e 
them farther believe, upon the same founda- 
tion, whatever they pleased to impose upon 
them as to former ages ; I say, such a power, 
as this, must exceed all that is human ; and 
consequently make us rank these priests fara- 
bove the condition of mortals. 

2. Nay, this were to make them outdo all, 
that has ever been related of the infernal pow* 
ers ; for, though their legerdemain has extend- 
ed to deceive some unwary beholders, and their 
power of working some seeming miracles has 
been great ; yet it never reached, nor ever was 
supposed to reach so far, as to deceive the 
senses of all mankind in matters of so public 
and notorious a nature, as those of which we 
now speak j to make them believe that they 
had enacted laws for such public observances, 
continually practised them, taught them to their 
children, and had been instructed in them them- 
selves from their childhood ; if they had never 
enacted, practised, taught, or been taught such 

diings. 

3* As this exceeds all the power of. hell and 
devils, so is it more than ever God Almighq^ 
has done since the foundation of the worla. 
iJone of the miracles, he has shown, nor be- 
h*ef, which he has required to any thmg, he 
has revealed, ever contradicted . the outward 
senses of any one man, much less of all man* 
kind. For miracles, being appeals to our out- 
ward senses, if they overUirow the certaintv of 
our outward senses, must destroy witli it their 
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own certainty as to us ; since we have no other 
way to judge of a miracle, exhibited to our 
senses, than upon the supposition of the cer- 
tainty of our senses, upon which we give cred- 

: it to a miracle, that is shown to our senses, 
4 This, by the way, is a yet unanswered ar- 
gument against the miracle of transubstantia- 
tion, and shows the weakness of the defence, 
which the church of Rome offers for it (from 
which the Soclnians have licked it up, and of 
late gloried much in it among us) that the 
doctrines of the Trinity and Incarnation con- 
tain as great seeming absurdities, as that of 

. transubstantiation ; for I would ask, which of 
our senses it is, which the doctrines of the 

..Trinity and Incarnation contradict ? Is it our 

. seeing, hearing, feeling, taste, or smell ? 
Whereas transubstantiation contradicts all 

. these. Therefore the comparison is exceeding- 

. ly short, and out of purpose. But to return. 

. If the Christian religion be a cheat, and noth- 

.^ ing, but the invention of priests, and carried 

on by their craft ; it makes their power and 

. wisdom greater, than that of men, angels, or 

'. devils ; and more, than God himself ever yet 
showed or expressed, to deceive and impose 
upon the senses of mankind^ iu so public and 

, jiotorious matters of fact. 

XIV. This miracle, which the Deists must 
run Into, to avoid those recorded of Moses 
and Cii.asT, is much greater and more aston- 
ishing, than all the Scriptures tell of them. 
Sj L-vit; these m^n, v/ho lau;^]! at all mira- 

K 
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cles, are now obliged to account for die great- 
est of all, how the senses of mankind could 
be imposed upon in* such public matters of fact. 
How then can they make priests the most 
contemptible of all mankind ; since they make 
them the sole authors of this the greatest of 
miracles ? 

XV. Since Deists (these men^of sense apd 
reason) have so mean an idea of priests of all 
/religion ; why do they not recover the world 
out of the possession and government of such 
blockheads ? Why do they suffer kings and 
states to be led by them ; to establish their de- 
ceits by laws, and inflict penalties upon the op- 
posers of them ? Let Deists try their hands ; 
they have been trying, and are now busy about 
it ; and free liberty they have. Yet have they 
not prevailed, nor ever yet did prevail in any 
civilized or generous nation. Though they 
have some inroads among the Hottentots, and 
some other the most brutal part of mankind ; 
yet are they still exploded, and priests havje 
and do prevail against them, among not only 
the greatest, but best part of the world, and 
the most glorious for arts, learning, and war. 

XVI. For, as the devil apes God in his insti- 
tutions of religion, his feasts, sacrifices, &c ; 
so likewise in his priests, without whom no 
religion, whether true or ftilse, can stand. False 
religion is but a corruption of the true. The 
true was before it, though it be followed close 
upon the heels. 

The revelation, made to Moses, is older, 
JJK^^^Y history extant in the heathen world. 
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The heathens, in imitation of him, pretended 
likewise to their revelations ; but I have given 
those marks, which distinguish them from the 
true ; none of them have the four marks, be- 
fore mentioned. 

Now Deists think aH revelations to be equally 
pretended, and a cheat ; and priests of all re- 
ligions to be the same contrivers and jugglers ; 
and therefore they proclaim war equally against 
all, and are equally engaged to bear the oppot 
sition of all. 

If the contest be only betwixt Deists and 
priests, which of them are men of the greatest 
parts and sense, let the effects determine it j> 
and let Deists yield the victory to their con- 
querors, who by their own confession carry all 
the world before them. 

XVIL If Deists say that this is, because all 
the world are blockheads as well, as those 
priests, who govern them ; that all are block- 
heads, except the Deists, who vote themselves 
only to be men of sense ; this (beside the mod- 
esty of it) will spoil their great and beloved top- 
ic in behalf of what they call natural religion, 
against revealed, viz. appealing to the common 
reason of mankind. This they set up against re- 
velation ; think this sufficient for all the uses of 
men here or hereafter, (if there h6 any after 
state) and therefore that revelation is of no use. 
This common reason they advance as infallible, 
at least as the surest guide ; yet now cry out 
upon it, when it turns against them ; when 
this common reason runs sSter revelation (as it 
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always has done) then common reason is a 
beast ; and we must look for reason, not from 
the common sentiments of mankind, but only 
among the beaux, the Deists. 

XVIII. Therefore, if Deists would avoid the 
mortification (which will be very uneasy to 
them) to yield and submit to be subdued and 
hewed down before priests, whom of all man- 
kind they hate and despise ; if they would a- 
void this, let them confess, as the truth is, that 
religion is no invention of priests, but of divine 
original ; that priests were instituted by the 
same Author of religion ; and that their order is 
a perpetual and living monument of the matters 
of fact of their religion, instituted from the 
time, when such facts were said to be done ; as 
the Levites from Moses, the Apostles and suc- 
ceeding Clergy from Christ, to this day ; 
that no heathen priests can say the same. They 
were not appointed by the gods, whom they 
served, but by others in after ages ; they can- 
not stand the test of the four rules before men- 
tioned, which Christian priests can do, and 
they only. Now the Christian priesthood, as. 
instituted by Christ himself, and continued 
by succession to this day, being as impregnable 
and flagrant a testimony" to the truth of the 
matters of fact of Christ, as the sacraments, 
or any other public institutions ; beside that, if 
the priesthood were taken away, the sacraments 
and other public institutions, which are ad- 
ministered by their hands, must fall with them ; 
therefore the devil has been most busy, and 
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bent his greatest force in all ages against the 
priesthood, knowing that, if that go down, all 
goes with it* 

XIX. With th6 Deists, in this cause, arfc 
joined the Quakers and others, whb throw 
off the succession of our priesthood togeth- 
er with the sacraments and public festivals. 
But, if these were dropt, the.Christian religion 
would lose one most undeniable proof of the 
truth of the matter of fact of our Saviour, 
upon which the truth of his doctritie depehds. 

Let us consider and honor the priesthood, 
sacraments, and other public institutions of 
Christ, not only as means of grace atid helps 
to devotion, but as the great evidences of the 
Christian religion. Such evidences, as no pre- 
tended revelation ever had, or can have. Such, 
as do plainly distinguish it from all foolish le- 
gends and impostures whatsoever. 

XX. Last of all, if one Word of advice would 
not belost upon men, vAo think so unmeasurably. 
of themselves, as the Deists ; you may represent 
to them, what a condition they are in, .who 
spend that life and sense, which Cod has given 
them, in ridiculing the greatest of blessings, 
his revelations of Christ, and by Christ, to 
redeem those from, eternal misery, who shall 
believe in him, and obey his laws ; and that 
God, in his wonderful mercy and wisdom, has 
so guarded his revelations, that it is past the 
power of men or devils to counterfeit them }/ 
and that there is no denying of them, unless wc 
will be so absurd, as to deny, not only the rea-- 

E2 



.--^ 



54. LESLIE ON DEISM. 

son, but the certainty of. the outward senses, 
not only of one, or two, or three, but of man- 
kind in general ; that this case is so very plain, 
tjiat nothing, but want of thought, can hinder 
any from discovering it ; that they must yield 
it to be so plain, unless they can show some 
forgery, which has all the four marks before 
set down. But, if they cannot do this, they must 
quit their cause, and yield a happy victory over . 
themselves ; or else sit down under all that ig- 
nominy, with which they have loaded the priests, 
of being, not only the most pernicious, but 
(what will gall them more) the most inconsid- . 
erate and inconsiderable of mankind. 

Therefore let them not think it an undervalu- 
ing of their worthiness, that their whole cause 
is comprised within so narrow a compass j 
and no more time bestowed upon it, than it is 
worth. But let them rather reflect,how far they 
have been all this time from Christianity ; 
whose rudiments they are yet to learn. How 
far from the way of salvation. How far the 
race of their lives is run, before they have set 
one step in the road to heaven. Therefore, 
how much diligence they ought to use, to redeem 
the time, they have lost, lest they lose them- 
selves for ever ; and be convinced by dreadful 
experience, when too late, that the Gospel is a 
truth, and of the last consequence* 



APPENDIX. 

Deist. It is strange, if the case be thus 
plain, as you have made it, that the whole world 
is Hot immediately convinced. 

CfetRisTiAN.. If the seed be ever so good, 
yet, if it be sown upon stones or among thorns, 
it will bring forth nothing. There are hearts 
of stone, and others so filled with the love of 
riches, with the cares and pleasures of this life, 
that they will not see ; they have not a mind to 
know any thing, which would disturb them in 
their enjoyments, or lessen their opinion of them. 
Therefore it is no easy matter to persuade men 
to place their happiness in future expectations, 
which is the import of the Gospel. In pressing 
this, and bidding the worldlyminded abandon 
their belovied vices, and in telling the fatal con- 
sequences of them, we must expect to meet, 
not only their scorn and contempt, but their ut- 
most rage and impatience, to get rid of us, as so 
many enemies of their lusts and pleasures. This 
is the cross, which our Saviour prepared all his 
disciples to bear, who were to fight against flesh 
and blood, and all the allurements of the world ; 
and it is a greater miracle, that they have had so 
many followers in this, than that they have gain- 
ed to themselves so many enemies. The world 
is a strong man ; and, till a stronger than he 
come, he will keep possession ; and this is'the 
victory, that overcometh the world, even our 
faith. But we are told also, that this faith is the 
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gift of God ; for all the evidence in the world 
will not reach the heart, unless it be prepared, 
like the good ground, to receive the doftrlne, 
that is taught. Till then prejudice will create 
obstinacy, which will harden the heart like a 
rock. Under this head also you must consider 
many, who have not jret heard of the Gospel ; 
and of those, who have, the far greater number 
have not capacity or opportunity to 'examine 
the evidences of Chris"tianity ; but take things 
upon trust, just as they are taught. How matty 
others are careless, and will not be at the pains, 
though they want not capacity, to enquire into the 
truth ? These classes include the greatest part 
of mankind ; the ignorant, the careless, the vi- 
cious, the obstinate, the ambitious, and the cov^ 
etous ; whose minds the god of this world hath 
blinded. 

But yet in this midst of thi^ darkness God hath 
not left himself without witness, which will be 
apparent to every diligent and sober enquirer 
who is willing and prepared to receive the truth. 

Good Sir, let me ask, would you not thinfc 
me very brutal, if I should deny that ever there 
was such a m^n, as Alexander, or Casfar, or 
tliat they did such things ? If I should deny all 
history, or that Homer or Virgil, Demosthenes 
or Cicero, ever wrote such books ? Would you 
not think me perfectly obstinate, seized with a. 
spirit of contradiction, and not fit for human 
conversation ? Yet these thinjr.s are of no conse- 
quence to me, whether they ar6 true or false. 

'Will you then think yourself a reasonable man,. 
j£ in matters of the greatest, importance, evea. 
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your eternal state, you will Hot believe those 
facts, which have a thousand times more certain 
' evidence ? Were there any prophecies of Caesar 
or Pompey ? Were there any types of them, or 
public institutions appointed by law, to prefigure 
the great things, that they should do ? Any 
persons, who went before them, to bear a re- 
semblance of these things, and bid us expect the 
great event ? Was there a general expectation 
in the world of their coming, before they came ? 

Were the Greek and Roman histories written 
by the persons, who did the facts, or by eye- 
witnesses ? 

Must we believe these, on pain of not being 
thought reasonable men ? And are we then un- 
reasonable and credulous, if we believe the facts 
of the Holy Bible ? 

Are there such prophecies extant in any pro- 
fane history so long before the facts recorded, 
as there are in the Holy Scriptures of the com- 
ing of the Messiah ? Were there any types or 
forerunners of the heathen gods, or of Maho- 
met ? Is there the like evidence of the truth 
and sincerity of the Greek and Roman historians, 
as of the penmen of the Holy Scriptures ? Would 
these historians have given their lives for the 
truth of all they wrote ? 

De. But Christ has foretold, that false Christs 
shall arise, who shall show great wonders, to de- 
ceive, if possible, the very elect. Which of these 
5hall we believe ? 

Chr. The first no doubt. For God cannot 
contradict himself, nor will show signs and won- 
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^ers in opposition to that law, which he h: 
tablished by so maify signs and wonders. 

But we have a more sure word of prop 
Let then any false Christ, who shall prete 
come hereafter, show such* a book, as our ] 
which has been so long in, the world testi 
of him, foretelling the time, and all other cii 
stances of his coming, with his suiFering 
.death, and all these prophecies exactly fu 
in him. Till he can do this, he cannot hav< 
evidence, which our Christ has, and he mu 
a false Christ to me. 

But it may be a trial too strong for 
careless ones, who will not be at the pains ' 
quire into the grounds of their religion, but t 
upon trust, and mind not to frame their liv< 
cording to it, but are immersed in the worl< 
the pleasures of ft. And it will be a just 
ment upon these, that they, who shut theii 
against the clear evidences of the gospel, hi 
en up to believe a lie ; because they " have 
sure in unrighteousness. They love dar 
rather than light, because their deeds are < 
So that I must repeat it, that there is a f 
ration of the heart (as of the ground) t 
ceive the truth. Where the doctrine doe 
please, no evidence, how clear soever, vi 
received. God cannot enter, before mamm 
dispossessed* We cannot serve these two 
ters. He, who has a clear sight of heaven 
not value the dull pleasures of this hfe ; ; 
is impossible that he, who is drowned in t 
can relish spiritual things. The love o 
world is enmity against God. The first sii 
at temptsLtioaoi sep-sej anA xJa^e te^p^-axvM 
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Dpcn our eyes to the enjoyment of God. Vice 
clouds this eye, and makes it blind to the only 
trae and eternal pleasure. 

This, sir, is the remora^ that keeps men from 
Christianity. It is not want of cvidAce, but 
it is want of consideration. I would not say 
this to you, before I had gone through the top- 
ics of reason with you, that you might not call 
It cant. But this is the truth. As David says, 
•*' To him, that ordereth his conversation aright, 
^* will I show the salvation of God.'* And our 
Saviour says, " If any man will do the will of 
" G<jd, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it 
" be of God, or whether I speak of myself.'* 

This was the reason, why St. John the Bap- 
tist was sent, as a forerunner, to prepare the way 
ibr Christ, by .preaching repentance, to fit men 
for receiving the Gospel ; and they, who repen- 
ted of their sins upon his preaching, did gladly 
embrace the doctrine of Christ. But they, who 
would not forsake their sins, remained obdurate, 
though otherwise men of sense and learning. 
As our Saviour told the Priests and Elders, 
** John came unto you in the way of righteous- 
^^ ness, and ye believed him not ; but the publi- 
" cans and harlots believed him. And ye, when 
." ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye 
^* might believe him." 

When Christ" sought to prepare them for his 
doctrine, by telling them that they could not 
serve God and mammon, it is said, " That, when 
,^' the Pharisees, who were covetous, heard these 
■** things, they derided him/* But he instrucf- 
'^ ed them in the next verse, that ** nnWx. \%\vvgcv:- 
'^[ly esteemed among men, is aboTXVvti^>AOTL v\v ^e 
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" sight of God ;'' enforcing this by the exan 
pie of the rich man and Lazarus ; and on anotl 
er occasion asserted, " That it was easier for 
" camel to go through the eye of a needle, tha 
" for a rich man to enter into the kingdom < 
** God ; and that, whofoever he be, that forsj 
*^ keth not all, that he hath, he cannot be m 
*' disciple.'* Now take this in the largest sens< 
that he, who is not willing to forsake all, as 
he hated them, as Christ said, " If any ma 
** come to me, and hate not his father and motl 
*' er,*' and " take not his cross and follow iin 
'* he cannot be my disciple/* How few disciple 
would he have had in this age ! Would all h 
miracles persuade some td this ? The world 
too hard for Heaven with most men ! 

Here is th^ cause of infidelity. The love c 
the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of tl 
eye, and the pride of life, darken the heart, an< 
like shutters, keep out the light of Heaven ; ti 
they are removed, the light cannot enter. Tl 
spirit of purity and holiness will not descendant 
a heart full of uncleanness. If we would invii 
this guest, we must sweep the house and make 
clean. But this too is of God; forheonly can mal 
a clean hf art, and renew a right spirit within u 
But he has promised to give this wisdom to thos< 
who ask it, and lead a godly life. Therefore asl 
and ye shall have ; seek, and ye shall find 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. But do 
ardently and incessantly, as he, who striveth fc 
his soul. For God is gracious and mercifu 
longsuffering, and of great goodness ; and thos< 
who come to him in sincerity, he will in no wii 
ckst out. Finis* 
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